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Narwhals

Narwhals are small Arctic whales. They are probably most well known 

for their unicorn-like “horn” or tusk, which is found on all male narwhals 

and 15% of female narwhals. All of the narwhals in this story have tusks 

because we think it's more fun that way.

1DUZKDOV�XVH�PDQ\�GLȞIHUHQW�VRXQGV�WR�QDYLJDWH��FRPPXQLFDWH��DQG�ȑ�QG�

IRRG��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�FOLFNV��ZKLVWOHV��NQRFNV��WUXPSHWLQJ��DQG�HYHQ�D�QRLVH�

OLNH�D�VTXHDNLQJ�GRRU�



+H�EUXVKHG�KLV�WZLUOLQJ�KRUQ�XQWLO�LW�JOHDPHG�

scarfed down a delicious breakfast of cod,

DQG�VZDP�RȞI�WR�ZRUN�KXPPLQJ�WKH�SRSXODU�WXQH

“Click Whistle Click.”

On Monday,

Noah the narwhal

ZRNH�XS�IHHOLQJ�ȑ�QH��



At lunch, Noah's friend Nikki asked if he'd like to see a movie.

“Revenge of the Squid�LV�VKRZLQJ�WRPRUURZ�Ǚ�VKH�VDLG�

ǘ,
OO�FRPH�E\�DQG�SLFN�\RX�XS�DW�VL[�R
FORFN�Ǚ



Noah ate a tasty dinner of shrimp

and went to sleep excited about the next day.



On Tuesday, Noah woke up with his head so full of pain,

LW�IHOW�OLNH�KLV�KRUQ�ZDV�JURZLQJ�LQWR�KLV�KHDG

instead of out of it.

ǘ1RW�DJDLQ�Ǚ�PRDQHG�1RDK

as he hid his head under the blanket.



Noah called his boss Norbert

to say he couldn't make it in to work.

ǘ<RX�ZHUH�IHHOLQJ�ȑ�QH�\HVWHUGD\�Ǚ�VDLG�1RUEHUW�

“Today is not yesterday,” said Noah,

and he went back to sleep.



ǘ&OLFN�FOLFN�ZKLVWOH�FOLFN�Ǚ

said his friend Nikki

as she arrived at the door.

ǘ1RW�VR�PXFK�ǕZKLVWOHǖ�WRGD\��SOHDVH�Ǚ�KH�EHJJHG�

“My head feels like it's full of sea urchins.”

Noah winced.

ǘ<RX�GRQ
W�ORRN�DQ\�GLȞIHUHQW�WKDQ�\HVWHUGD\�Ǚ�VDLG�1LNNL�

“Today is not yesterday,” said Noah,

DQG�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�VOHHS��IHHOLQJ�VDG�



7KDW�QLJKW��1RDK�ZDV�ZRNHQ�XS�DJDLQ

by a phone call from his sister, Nina.

ǘ,
P�VRUU\��1LQD�Ǚ�VDLG�1RDK��ǘ,�FDQ
W�WDON�ULJKW�QRZ�Ǚ

“But when I called yesterday, you said to call back today,”

VKH�VDLG��VRXQGLQJ�XSVHW�

“Today is not yesterday,” said Noah, and he tried not to cry.



2Q�:HGQHVGD\��1RDK�ZRNH�XS�IHHOLQJ�PXFK�EHWWHU�



ǘ+HOOR�Ǚ�KH�JUHHWHG�KLV�ERVV�1RUEHUW�

ǘ+DUUXPSK�Ǚ�VDLG�1RUEHUW��QDUURZLQJ�KLV�H\HV�

ǘ<RX�ORRN�MXVW�ȑ�QH�WR�PH�Ǚ

“Today is not yesterday,” said Noah meekly.



“How was the movie?” Noah asked Nikki at lunchtime.

“You'd know if you came,” said Nikki.

“Anyway, you look the same as yesterday.”

“Today is not yesterday,” said Noah,

but Nikki had already swum away.



On his way home, Noah called his sister.

ǘ+HOOR��1LQD�Ǚ�KH�VDLG�

“I can't just talk whenever you feel like it,” said Nina crossly.

“And what was that all about yesterday?

<RX�VRXQG�MXVW�ȑ�QH�WR�PH�Ǚ

“Today is not yesterday,” said Noah,

VWDUWLQJ�WR�VQLȞI�



7KDW�QLJKW�1RDK�SLFNHG�DW�KLV�GLQQHU�IRU�D�ZKLOH

EHIRUH�JRLQJ�WR�EHG�IHHOLQJ�ORQHO\�



ǘ7KDW�1RDK�Ǚ�JUXPEOHG�1RUEHUW�WR�KLV�ZLIH�1DQF\�RYHU�GLQQHU�

ǘ7U\LQJ�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�ZRUN�Ǚ

“Wasn't Noah the one who worked late all last month

WR�ȑ�QLVK�WKH�ELJ�HOHFWULF�HHO�SURMHFW"Ǚ

Nancy reminded him.

“Harrumph,” said Norbert,

EXW�KH�VWRSSHG�VFRZOLQJ�DV�KH�UHPHPEHUHG

how well the project had turned out.



“That Noah,” said Nikki to her friend Ned.

“You can never rely on him.”

ǘ:DVQ
W�1RDK�WKH�RQH�ZKR�EURXJKW�RYHU�D�PRYLH

when you were sick on your birthday?” said Ned.

1LNNL�VPLOHG��UHPHPEHULQJ�KRZ�WKH\�ODXJKHG�WRJHWKHU

over 3HQJXLQ�%ORRSHUV��.



-XVW�WKHQ�VKH�FDXJKW�VLJKW�RI�WKH�SKRWRV�RQ�KHU�UHIULJHUDWRU�

5LJKW�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�ZDV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�1RDK�

WHDFKLQJ�KHU�WZR�OLWWOH�VRQV�WR�GDQFH�

ǘ7KDW�EURWKHU�RI�PLQH�Ǚ�1LQD�WKRXJKW�WR�KHUVHOI�

ǘVR�VHOI�FHQWHUHG�Ǚ



2Q�7KXUVGD\��1RDK�ZRNH�XS�IHHOLQJ�DQ[LRXV�



:KHQ�1RDK�JRW�WR�ZRUN�

KLV�ERVV�1RUEHUW�JUHHWHG�KLP�ZLWK�D�VPLOH�

“But yesterday you were disappointed with me,” said Noah.

ǘ7RGD\�LV�QRW�\HVWHUGD\�Ǚ�VDLG�1RUEHUW��ORRNLQJ�HPEDUUDVVHG�

He patted Noah on the back.

“I value your work.

7KDW�VKRXOGQ
W�FKDQJH�ZKHQ�\RX�GRQ
W�IHHO�ZHOO�Ǚ



At lunch,

Nikki waved to him to come and sit next to her.

“But yesterday you were upset with me,” said Noah.

ǘ7RGD\�LV�QRW�\HVWHUGD\�Ǚ�VDLG�1LNNL��ORRNLQJ�DVKDPHG�

“I value our friendship.

7KDW�VKRXOGQ
W�FKDQJH�ZKHQ�\RX�GRQ
W�IHHO�ZHOO�

+HUH��,�EURXJKW�\RX�WKLV�Ǚ�1LNNL�KDQGHG�KLP�D�VTXLG�FXSFDNH�



7KDW�HYHQLQJ�

1LQD�EURXJKW�1RDK�KLV�IDYRULWH�ȑ� VK�FDVVHUROH�IRU�GLQQHU�

“But yesterday you were annoyed with me,” said Noah.

ǘ7RGD\�LV�QRW�\HVWHUGD\�Ǚ�1LQD�GHFODUHG�

“You are my family.

7KDW�GRHVQ
W�FKDQJH�ZKHQ�\RX�GRQ
W�IHHO�ZHOO�Ǚ

$QG�VKH�JDYH�KHU�EURWKHU�D�ELJ�KXJ�



7KDW�QLJKW��1RDK�OD\�LQ�EHG�WKLQNLQJ�

He didn't know how he would feel when he woke up on Friday,

but he did know that no matter what, he had his friends.
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ǘ1RDK
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Noah the Narwhal has good days, when he is productive and social,
DQG�SDLQ�GD\V��ZKHQ�KH�QHHGV�WR�UHVW��+LV�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�FDQ�ȑ� QG�LW�GLȞȑ� FXOW�WR�KDQGOH
the unpredictability. Can they come to see that having him in their lives is absolutely worth it?


